His Childhood and Youth
denied their breeding, misused their lands and their tenants,
and forced a naturally subservient and lord-loving people
into positions of defence which presently became positions
of offence. And the end of that misery is not yet*
The Parnells and their neighbours might have stepped out
of the novels of Lever,   Wicklow, like other Irish counties,
was inhabited  by a hard-living, hard-drinking set which
loved hunting  and   gambling and loud, lavish hospitality*
Mr*   ParneU*s   affection   for   books   kept   him  from  the
rougher life of his neighbours, such as the Dickinsons, but
his children fell into it as if by instinct.   His daughter
Emily, whom he disinherited because he suspected her of
having schemes to elope with Captain Arthur Dickinson,
a representative Lever soldier, gives an account of her up-
bringing in A Patriots Mistake, which shows that the Lever
Ireland, though it no longer exists, certainly existed in the
middle of the nineteenth century*   She describes an incident
in her own life which is remarkably like one described in
Charles O'Malley.   After her father's death and her mar-
riage to Captain Dickinson, she was riding round the west
corner of Stephen's Green on her horse, " Royal/* when
a donkey-cart, driven by an old woman, got in their way^
The horse jumped clean over the cart, clearing the head of the
terrified old woman by a couple of inches*   The feat was
loudly cheered by jarveys standing by*1   When  Charles
O'Malley, who had just landed in Lisbon during the Penin-
sular War, was riding towards the Plasa, his horse became
unmanageable, and to avoid riding down a Portuguese girl,
he put it at a mule and cart, and cleared them amid the cheers
of the onlookers*2
Mr* Parnell engaged in agriculture, concerning which he
was considered to be an expert, and he employed people in
1  A Patriot's Mistake, by Emily Monroe Dickinson, p, 83*
2  Charles O'Malley, by Charles Lever, chap* xxxvii*
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